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PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATIONS AND REMARKS

One of the many uses of a presidential
proclamation is to ceremoniously honor a
group or call attention to certain issues or
events. Some proclamations and remarks
commemorating Juneteenth from the Com-
pilation of Presidential Documents include
the following:

Statement of the Observance of
Juneteenth—President Donald Trump, June
19, 2019

Statement on the Observance of
Juneteenth—President Barack Obama, June
19, 2016

Message on the Observance of
Juneteenth—President George W. Bush, June
19, 2008

Remarks at a Southwest Voter Registra-
tion Education Project Reception in Hous-
ton, Texas—President William J. Clinton,
June 19, 2000

Other presidential proclamations are avail-
able through https:/www.govinfo.gov/, a por-
tal for free public access to official publica-
tions from all three branches of the govern-
ment, maintained by the Government Pub-
lishing Office (GPO).

HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

Numerous resources provide information
on the history and culture of the holiday.
Some of these include the following:

Smithsonian, ‘‘Juneteenth: Our Other
Independence Day.”” This blog post includes
pictures of Major General George Granger
and the house from which he read General
Order Number 3.

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam Speaker,
for over 150 years, June 19th, commonly
known as “Juneteenth Independence Day,”
has been celebrated as a source of inspiration
and encouragement for generations of African
Americans in Texas and across the nation.
News of the end of slavery did not reach the
frontiers of the United States until months after
the conclusion of the Civil War, and more than
two and a half years after President Abraham
Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation
on January 1, 1863. It was not until June 19,
1865 that Union soldiers, led by Major General
Gordon Granger, arrived in Galveston, Texas
with news of freedom for the enslaved.

The Roman philosopher Cicero once
quoted, “history is the witness that testifies to
the passing of time; it illumines reality, vital-
izes memory, provides guidance in daily life
and brings us tidings of antiquity.” In honor of
the spirit, of the trials and tribulations of our
ancestors, and the legacy they have left, we
must never forget our history. And we can do
that by joining together to observe Juneteenth
and celebrate the progress we have made
thereafter, while also recognizing and reaffirm-
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ing our commitment to the work that remains.
We can do this by remembering who we are,
where we came from, and rejoicing now in the
freedom and liberties that we share—and by
never taking them for granted.

—

FAILURE OF THE ENDANGERED
SPECIES ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. NEWHOUSE) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
minority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker,
before I begin, I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members may have 5 leg-
islative days in which to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous materials on the topic of my
Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington?

There was no objection.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker,
nearly 50 years ago, President Nixon
signed the Endangered Species Act into
law, which was designed to do two
things: Number 1, prevent species from
going extinct; and Number 2, promote
their recovery back to health and
healthy populations.

Since then, hundreds of plants and
animals have joined the endangered or
threatened species list, spurring con-
servation and recovery efforts at all
levels of government.

While this landmark species protec-
tion law is well-intentioned and has ac-
complished many good things, it has
become an endless source of conflict
and, unfortunately, many rightly con-
sider it a dismal failure.

The Endangered Species Act hasn’t
seen meaningful reform since 1973. And
since then, less than 3 percent of spe-
cies have recovered and been delisted.

The Congressional Western Caucus
has long advocated for improvements
to modernize the ESA and make it
more effective for our species and more
transparent for the American people.
My colleagues in the caucus have advo-
cated on behalf of the rural commu-
nities that we represent who are se-
verely impacted by the ESA listing de-
cisions and who, in many cases, are
working in collaboration with private
landowners, community groups, Tribes,
and local governments to promote suc-
cessful species recovery and land con-
servation.

And we have advocated to adminis-
tration after administration the need
to follow the science and fulfill the
congressional intent of the law, which
is to promote recovery of these species
and then remove them from the endan-
gered species list.

That is why I am so proud to host
this Special Order tonight, where you
will hear from several of my Western
Caucus colleagues about successful, lo-
cally led recovery efforts taking place
across the country; the different im-
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pacts that ESA listing decisions have
had on local communities and econo-
mies; and some of the legislative re-
forms needed to finally bring the ESA
into the 21st century.

Over the past few years, the Trump
administration made great progress by
finalizing several updates to the ESA
to modernize this bedrock law and to
improve our ability to protect endan-
gered and threatened species and cele-
brate our recovery successes.

The Trump administration created a
transparent process for designating
critical habitat for listed species, and
finalized a commonsense definition
that a critical habitat must indeed be
critical to the species at hand.

Who would have thought?

They streamlined and modernized the
process for consultation between gov-
ernment agencies to determine the
scope of listing impacts, including re-
quiring the consideration of the eco-
nomic impact a listing could have on
local economics.

Lastly, they finalized a rule that re-
wards State and landowners for suc-
cessful recovery actions by loosening
mandated regulations on species man-
agement as the species begin to recover
and are down-listed from endangered to
threatened.

Unfortunately, earlier this month,
the Biden administration announced
plans to rescind or reverse these im-
provements. This is exactly the wrong
direction we should be heading, Madam
Speaker.

As we have seen over the past four
decades, the ESA has become a weapon
used by extreme environmentalists and
serial litigators to slow or halt critical
economic development and land man-
agement projects in rural communities
throughout the United States. From
preventing the restoration of our for-
ests, to creating overburdensome road-
blocks for domestic energy develop-
ment, the ESA, in its current form,
simply does more harm than good.

Oftentimes, these ESA regulations
negatively impact the very people we
need as conservation partners. Through
land use restrictions, reduced property
values, and costly permitting require-
ments, unilateral and far-sweeping list-
ing decisions remove incentive for
these local partners to come to the
table. In effect, it makes enemies out
of the people who are most critical to
our efforts instead of treating these
species like the assets they are to our
local lands. We must empower our
local, State, and Tribal partners to col-
laborate on comprehensive recovery
and conservation efforts, and we know
this to be true.

More stringent regulations will not
lead to more successful species recov-
ery. In rural America, we value the re-
sponsible management of plants, ani-
mals, and native species, but we have
to do so in a way that doesn’t destroy
our economies, decimate our lands or
leave our communities vulnerable to
natural disasters.

We need flexible tools, not one-size-
fits-all regulations from the Federal
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Government to be successful in our
shared goal of recovery of our Nation’s
endangered and threatened species.

Tonight, we are here to raise the
voices of rural communities that are
impacted by the ESA and to make our
message heard.

Madam Speaker, I yield to my good
friend from the great State of Min-
nesota (Mr. STAUBER), who is the rank-
ing member of the Subcommittee on
Energy and Mineral Resources for the
Committee on Natural Resources.

Mr. STAUBER. Madam Speaker, I
rise with my colleagues in the Congres-
sional Western Caucus to discuss abuse
of the Endangered Species Act, a law
passed with good intentions, but
weaponized by radicals to fight hunt-
ing, fishing, mining, logging, transpor-
tation, and our way of life.

In my district in northern Min-
nesota, the dramatic rise of the gray
wolf has posed a threat to our deer
herds, our livestock, and our family
pets. The Minnesota Deer Hunters As-
sociation considers it a top threat to
our hunting way of life.

Meanwhile, it wreaks havoc on our
cattle ranchers throughout northern
Minnesota. One rancher lost 26 cows to
wolves in just 1 year.

In 2013, then-President Obama’s Fish
and Wildlife Service rightfully delisted
the gray wolf.
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Why? Because the gray wolf had
clearly recovered. It had exceeded pop-
ulation targets by as much as 300 per-
cent. And, no, this is not a statistic
from hunters or ranchers. This is
straight out of a 2013 Fish and Wildlife
Service press release.

Dan Ashe, Obama’s Fish and Wildlife
Service then-Director, when the gray
wolf was delisted, stated: ‘““An exhaus-
tive review of the latest scientific in-
formation . . . shows that we have ac-
complished that goal with the gray
wolf.”

Madam Speaker, what happened
next? Activist judges in Washington,
D.C., put the gray wolf back on the list
just a couple of years later.

And when Obama’s Fish and Wildlife
Service Director took a well-paying job
with an activist group, his tune sud-
denly changed, and he wanted the gray
wolf back on the endangered species
list.

Fortunately, the Trump administra-
tion did the right thing, listening to
the science, and delisted the gray wolf
last fall.

However, the same problem with the
ESA and activist groups remain, and it
is widespread.

Recently, the Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice declined to list the moose as an en-
dangered species because their num-
bers are above targets. This time, the
radical activist lawyers said the quiet
part out loud. In a Minneapolis Star
Tribune article, the Center for Biologi-
cal Diversity, which has significant in-
fluence over House Democrats, stated:
“Now it is going to be a lot harder to
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ensure that things like mines
don’t go forward without protections
for moose in place.”

Could their intentions be any more
clearer, Madam Speaker?

The purpose of the ESA is pretty
straightforward: to protect endangered
species. Tragically, the ESA is not al-
ways being used for conservation. It is
being weaponized as a way to advance
the far left’s radical agenda. It is being
used by the Green New Deal Democrat
Party to stop progress.

We need to update the Endangered
Species Act to allow us to hunt, fish,
mine, harvest timber, farm, and for
other responsible uses. Let’s reform the
Endangered Species Act and maintain
our way of life.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker, I
thank Mr. STAUBER and appreciate him
bringing his perspective from the great
State of Minnesota.

Like he and his constituents, we in
the State of Washington also under-
stand the impact of the gray wolf and
what impact it can have on our local
ranchers, farmers, and communities. I
thank him very much for his work on
bringing control back to the State,
where it should be.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WESTERMAN), who is the Republican
ranking member on the Committee on
Natural Resources.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker,
I thank the gentleman from Wash-
ington not only for holding this impor-
tant forum tonight but also for his tre-
mendous leadership with the Western
Caucus, where we look at real solutions
for rural America.

Madam Speaker, America is blessed
with an incredible abundance of wild-
life. Many of these animals have be-
come icons of our country. Look no
further than the majestic bald eagle,
the national symbol of freedom and
American pride.

With such rich biodiversity, we have
a responsibility to respect and protect
the species that call the United States
home. When President Nixon signed
the Endangered Species Act into law in
1973, its stated intent was simple: pro-
tect wildlife most at risk of extinction.

While the law had just intentions,
ambiguous language and lawsuits have
allowed special interest groups to hi-
jack the ESA, using it as a weapon
against any projects or actions they
oppose. This has had a particularly
devastating impact on rural economies
across the country as red-tape lawsuits
block important projects and essential
agency actions.

One example of this, as my col-
leagues from California know, is con-
tinual ESA lawsuits over the 3-inch
Delta smelt that have diverted trillions
of gallons of water away from farmers
in the San Joaquin Valley of California
to create a man-made drought and dou-

ble-digit unemployment in recent
years.
Despite these diversions, the fish

populations of the Delta smelt con-
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tinue decreasing, and more farmers are
throwing in the towel because of the
uncertainty.

We can find another example in the
Pacific Northwest. The 1990 listing of
the northern spotted owl economically
devastated rural communities in Or-
egon and Washington by virtually deci-
mating the timber industry in the re-
gion. The collapse of the timber indus-
try has actually hurt the northern
spotted owl by making these forests
into dense, overgrown powder kegs.
Now, decades later, Americans are pay-
ing higher prices for building materials
because much of our mill infrastruc-
ture was wiped out, never to return.

ESA litigation has also prevented
delisting of animals that have fully re-
covered, like the grizzly bear. The
Western States that house grizzly
bears undertook a herculean effort to
recover them, to the point that the
Fish and Wildlife Service found that
grizzly bears in the Greater Yellow-
stone Ecosystem and Northern Conti-
nental Divide Ecosystem are fully re-
covered.

This is not a new issue, as they first
moved to delist the Greater Yellow-
stone population back in 2007. However,
due to ESA lawsuits from radical spe-
cial interest groups, both population
segments are still listed.

Unfortunately, examples like this
now fill the endangered species list.
This is diverting critical resources
away from animals that actually need
protection.

This should be common sense. If an
animal recovers and is thriving in its
environment, it should be delisted,
plain and simple. Yet, Democrat law-
makers and administration officials
are so intent on pleasing the whims of
special interest groups that they refuse
to follow the science and to look at the
facts. We must work together to close
these loopholes.

Earlier this month, the Biden admin-
istration announced it is rolling back
significant ESA reforms. It is another
example of how out of touch this ad-
ministration is with rural Americans
and endangered species as well. Under
these policies, rural America is now
what is in the most danger.

Many of the reforms put in place
under President Trump were born out
of input from local communities most
affected by the policies created in
Washington. Yet, this administration
seems bent on reinstating burdensome
regulations in order to open up the
door for environmental groups to again
weaponize the ESA.

Republican or Democrat, we can all
agree that we want our most vulner-
able species not just to survive but to
thrive for generations. Using the ESA
as a political battering ram will not ac-
complish this goal.

We must return the ESA to its origi-
nal intent: protecting wildlife that is
most at risk. Anything more than that
is a bureaucratic overreach and a give-
away to radical environmental groups.

Madam Speaker, I thank the gen-
tleman again for hosting this forum.
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Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker, I
really thank my friend for his leader-
ship on this very important issue.

As was mentioned earlier, the ESA
has a dismal recovery rate of just 3 per-
cent. We have to work hard to
strengthen this law in order to provide
real results.

We ought to be incentivizing private
investment in species recovery,
streamline decision-making, and pro-
mote the comprehensive efforts of
State and local governments as well as
Tribes.

I want to just say I greatly appre-
ciate the thoughts of the good gen-
tleman from the Committee on Natural
Resources.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BAIRD), one
of my fellow farmers in Congress and a
war veteran. I thank him for being
with us tonight.

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, I want
to thank my colleague from the State
of Washington for allowing me to have
the opportunity to participate in this
Special Order.

Madam Speaker, I rise today on be-
half of the communities and the resi-
dents of west central Indiana to share
our experience with the Endangered
Species Act.

As an animal scientist and a farmer,
I am a lifelong conservationist. I value
the well-intentioned effort of the ESA
to protect and conserve our Nation’s
most iconic species that define our
landscapes and have shaped our herit-
age. Instead, however, I have repeat-
edly found myself discouraged with the
implementation of this important act.

As I shared here on the House floor a
few weeks ago, Lakes Freeman and
Shafer, near Monticello, Indiana, have
been a popular tourist destination. It
has been home to many small busi-
nesses, attractions, and a vibrant local
economy for generations of Hoosiers.
Unfortunately, though, a series of
droughts and a tangle of bureaucratic
red tape involving the ESA has made a
devastating impact on this community.

Following a listing on the endan-
gered species list more than a decade
ago of mussels found in the Tippecanoe
River, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice subsequently ordered a new higher
volume of water to consistently flow
out of the Oakdale Dam that forms
Lake Freeman, in an effort to preserve
these now-protected mussels. This ex-
ecutive action by unelected bureau-
crats has crippled our once-thriving
community.

Businesses like the Tall Timbers Ma-
rina, local resorts, and the Madam Car-
roll cruise boat, as seen here, report
catastrophic losses to revenue and de-
pleted financial reserves.

Homeowners along the lake report
ruined seawalls, dried-up wells, and
slashed resale values, even during this
hottest real estate market of our life-
time.

With zero regard for the economic
and environmental catastrophe cre-
ated, the Fish and Wildlife Service re-
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fuses to negotiate and continues to en-
force a mandate designed to protect a
population of mussels that have likely
already died from the bacterial over-
load created when this 1,500-acre lake
was reduced to a puddle, killing prac-
tically all the wildlife that used to call
Lake Freeman home.

Due to years of misinterpretation of
the law, unchecked actions by
unelected bureaucrats, and radical
environmentalism, this once valuable
law, designed to conserve America’s
natural beauty, has instead proved
time and time again to be a death knell
to actual ecosystems and the nearby
communities.

The Service consistently hides be-
hind its ability to point fingers at
other agencies, whose compliance is
obligated by the ESA as a means to
avoid rational management of the act
and the species it protects.

As thought leaders and policy-
makers, we have an important respon-
sibility to preserve the natural beauty
that God has bestowed on our land. The
Endangered Species Act was estab-
lished with that mission at heart but
has gone frightfully astray.

It has been 40 years since the enact-
ment of the ESA. Now more than ever,
it is time to modernize this important
law, to fix its broken parts to better
serve its purpose and to allow for re-
sponsible solutions to disasters like
Lake Freeman.

I hope my colleagues will join me in
this valuable effort.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker, 1
thank Mr. BAIRD and appreciate his
leadership on this important issue.

From farming to ranching to mining
to forestry to recreational opportuni-
ties, the far-reaching impacts of the
Endangered Species Act go wide. I
thank him for bringing up those very
important points.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MANN), my
good friend and colleague from the
town of Quinter.

Mr. MANN. Madam Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Washington very
much for his leadership with the West-
ern Caucus and for hosting this Special
Order tonight.

Madam Speaker, I rise today, with
my colleagues from the Western Cau-
cus, to highlight progress made in the
lesser prairie chicken population re-
covery through voluntary conservation
efforts in Kansas.

The lesser prairie chicken is a North
American species native to the grass-
lands and southern Great Plains across
New Mexico, Colorado, OKklahoma,
Texas, and Kansas. These birds use the
open areas of the plains to perform
their courtship dance and build their
nests on the ground, away from any
roads or structures.

O 2100
My district, the Big First of Kansas,
is home to the most extensive range

and largest population of the lesser
prairie-chicken.
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Since the 1990s, there have been con-
cerns regarding the lesser prairie-
chicken population size and habitat,
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
has considered listing the bird under
the Endangered Species Act on mul-
tiple occasions.

The Fish and Wildlife Service cited
habitat fragmentation as one of the
reasons for its population decline, as
much of the area is used for cropland,
grazing, and oil and gas development.
However, we have seen perhaps the
most significant population changes
tied to the prolonged periods of
drought across the chicken’s range.

At its lowest, the lesser prairie-
chicken population fell to approxi-
mately 15,400 birds during the worst
phase of the 2013 drought.

As the population declined, stake-
holders across the five states began
conversations and plans to address this
issue and partnered with local land-
owners and industry. The Kansas De-
partment of Wildlife, Parks and Tour-
ism teamed up with farmers and ranch-
ers, the Lesser Prairie-Chicken Inter-
state Working Group, and other mid-
western States throughout the bird’s
range to initiate conservation plans.

In their work to help the lesser prai-
rie-chicken, Kansans have conserved
more than 40,000 acres of habitat
through the Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram at the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture and private investments. Many
of the voluntary conservation efforts
have been directly funded by farmers
and ranchers, the energy sector, and
other landowners. As stakeholders
make conservation changes, it is vital
that the practices are mutually bene-
ficial to both the lesser prairie-chicken
and agriculture and energy producers.

These voluntary efforts have yielded
excellent results, with the lesser prai-
rie-chicken population up to more than
34,400 birds in 2020. In Kansas, the popu-
lation has been stable to increasing
since 2013, while the entire population
has been increasing since 2016. The pop-
ulation growth has occurred thanks to
voluntary efforts, but also because of
increased rainfall, which has also bene-
fited many of the agricultural pro-
ducers in the area.

And so it is especially alarming and
disappointing to see the Fish and Wild-
life Service release a plan to list the
lesser prairie-chicken under the Endan-
gered Species Act as threatened in the
northern population and endangered in
the southern population.

The potential ESA listing flies in the
face of years spent and millions in-
vested in voluntary conservation and
goes against the clear data that the
population has increased under those
efforts. As usual, President Biden be-
lieves Federal overreach is the answer
to a local and State issue, and his ad-
ministration lacks trust in private
landowners to take care of their own
land.

I strongly and vehemently oppose the
listing of the lesser prairie-chicken,
and I will continue to push back on the
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Biden administration’s egregious over-
reach.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker, 1
appreciate very much Mr. MANN’S par-
ticipation in this Special Order but
also his leadership on this very impor-
tant issue. He gives clear examples in
his own district of seeing the success in
the recovery of, in his case, the lesser
prairie-chicken through, I think I
heard him say, voluntary conservation
efforts.

It just underscores the need for us to
be able to recognize all of the efforts
that are being taken on these species’
behalf, utilize the best available
science, and consider all efforts that
are being made when assessing these
listing decisions.

I thank Mr. MANN, and I appreciate
very much his contribution.

Now, I would like to yield to the gen-
tlewoman from New York (Ms.
TENNEY), a prospective member of the
Western Caucus, one that we would be
delighted to have her membership, but
certainly appreciate very much her
participation this evening to help us il-
lustrate this very important issue to
the American public. We are anxious to
have her here this evening.

Ms. TENNEY. Madam Speaker, I join
my colleagues today urging common-
sense policies to carry out the goals of
the Endangered Species Act while al-
lowing our communities to flourish.

As stewards of our planet, we each
have a responsibility to care for the en-
vironment and protect our wildlife
while also caring for and addressing
the needs of our human environment,
which often gets left out in this con-
versation.

However, today it seems more dif-
ficult than ever to have balanced dis-
cussions. Deeply entrenched special in-
terests are increasingly using our
small communities as pawns for their
larger political ambitions. Unfortu-
nately, the bureaucrats in both the
Federal and State Government, espe-
cially in New York, have become more
powerful than the people, and that is
unacceptable.

I want to bring to your attention
what is happening in my community
today. I represent New York’s 22nd Dis-
trict, which stretches all the way from
Lake Ontario, yes, a Great Lake, to the
Pennsylvania border in the heart of
beautiful, pastoral, upstate New York.

On April 16, the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers and New York State Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation
ordered an immediate halting of a rou-
tine annual dredging project to clear
ingress and egress into the lovely inlet
of Sandy Pond, which is on the eastern
shore of Lake Ontario, due to the
sighting of a piping plover, a small
shoreline bird that weighs less than 2
ounces. Even though there are over
10,000 of these birds today throughout
the Great Plains and eastern seaboard,
they remain listed as an endangered
species in the Great Lakes region.

The annual dredging project main-
tains safe ingress and egress into
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Sandy Pond. The seasonal dredging was
one week from completion before the
forced government closure. There are
several hundred homes and campsites
along this beautiful spot on Lake On-
tario known as Sandy Pond, where peo-
ple from around the Northeast have en-
joyed this incredibly beautiful and
unique place for over a century.

The closure has been devastating to
local businesses, residents, and visi-
tors, who have already been suffering
from the disruptions of the COVID-19
pandemic last summer. Property val-
ues alone in this region are in excess of
$150 million, not including all the busi-
ness revenues and sales tax lost from
people coming to this region from real-
ly all around the Northeast and Can-
ada.

Despite this harsh Federal action,
the two—there are now two—piping
plovers’ nests are not even close to the
dredging site. I know because I went to
the site, and I walked off the distance
from the dredging site to the beginning
of the designated habitat. The distance
was clearly over 3,000 feet, just to get
to the beginning of the site, where the
birds are much farther down.

I want to emphasize that the commu-
nity cares deeply about the natural en-
vironment. They seek to preserve this
natural environment and its natural
splendor for generations to come, and
they deeply care about the continued
growth and continued population of
this piping plover.

The community has proposed a sim-
ple dredging, an economy-mode dredg-
ing, which would be less intrusive, to
dispose of the sand in an alternative lo-
cation that would be far away. This is
a very modest and safe proposal. It is
respectful and preserves the nesting
site to the bird, and it is a perfectly
reasonable accommodation.

Unfortunately, the Federal and State
bureaucrats have dug in and refuse to
compromise, despite the fact that
dredging can begin again safely and re-
sponsibly without threatening the life
or the habitat of the birds.

The Federal and State agencies have
been unable to support their position
yvet with data or facts. We have had nu-
merous conversations with them, pub-
lic meetings, and press conferences,
and they refuse to offer any oppor-
tunity for the residents to have some
relief.

All the while, the community at
Sandy Pond continues to suffer, and
the harm could be irreparable harm as
the situation grows more dire each
day, as the safe passage into Sandy
Pond to and from Lake Ontario be-
comes impossible.

The piping plover, interestingly, has
not been seen in this part of Sandy
Pond. Really it is sort of a rare resi-
dent. And it has been determined that
actually piping plovers like dredged
sand. It unearths minerals and nutri-
ents for them, and they tend to be
flocking now to these nesting sites.
Sadly, a few years ago one of the pairs
that did show up was killed by a fox, so
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we were unable to save that particular
pair.

There are far too many communities
that have suffered from the whims of
bureaucrats in Washington and Albany
who just don’t seem to care and seem
to be hiding behind many of these rules
and regulations when there are reason-
able alternatives that will preserve the
natural environment as well as the
human environment.

I am concerned that to make matters
worse the Biden administration is bar-
reling down a path of appeasement to
the left lobbyists and special interests.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
has already announced they are repeal-
ing recent reforms to the Endangered
Species Act put in place under the last
administration—and thank you for ac-
knowledging the changes that were
made. These changes will enact greater
economic costs while doing very little
to offer any additional conservation
protections for the environment.

Our communities need reasonable
compromises to ensure the prosperity
and enjoyment of our natural environ-
ment for all. This includes the econ-
omy as well as the wildlife and the nat-
ural environment. The Federal Govern-
ment must be committed to this out-
come as well as the State government.

That is why I rise today, in support
of targeted reforms to the Endangered
Species Act that provide for common-
sense solutions that will protect the
natural environment for all species.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker, 1
thank Ms. TENNEY for illustrating what
is necessary common sense and finding
a balance between protecting species as
well as protecting a region’s economic
stability. I thank her very much for
her leadership in that overall picture.
We look forward to continuing to work
with her.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LAMALFA),
the ranking member of the Sub-
committee on Conservation and For-
estry of the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.
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Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, 1
thank my colleague from the State of
Washington, a good friend and chair-
man of our Western Caucus. I appre-
ciate the time and the effort to have
this time of education here tonight on
the House floor, and for those who
would watch and want to actually
learn what goes on.

So where do we start on the Endan-
gered Species Act?

Passed in 1973, signed by Republican
President Richard Nixon.

Now, if you were to listen to the
rhetoric any time Republicans want to
talk about reforming the Endangered
Species Act or doing things that make
sense, I think, out in the woods or with
water storage, with mining the critical
minerals we are going to need for a lot
of these idealistic views, we are going
to have more and more use of elec-
tricity, you would think that we were
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going to be the plunderers of the land.
Completely not the case.

The things that are going on right
now in the time of drought we have in
the West, in my home State of Cali-
fornia, and the ongoing problems we
have with nonmanaged timber lands,
U.S. forest lands, and the resulting ef-
fect that has on private lands with the
bad neighbors of U.S. lands are typi-
cally to them.

If we are in a time of drought, we
need to up our game more so on for-
estry, forest management, thinning,
and using these materials for the good
of people.

We had a toilet paper shortage
months ago, as ridiculous as that
sounds in a first-world country like the
United States, yet we are burning mil-
lions of acres every year. You could
trace a lot of this back to the misuse,
the abuse of the Endangered Species
Act to stop and block the type of work
we need to be doing.

We have had hundreds of thousands
of acres of fire like over there on the
Western Coast, north coast of Cali-
fornia. They try to put in a project
after a 400,000-acre burn to do a mini-
mal amount, 7,000 acres of clean up, of
restoration, of removing some of the
dead trees and brush and other things
that were left behind along roadways
and somewhere around communities, et
cetera. Environmental lawsuits come
in and stop them from doing 7,000
acres, less than 2 percent out of the
fire.

So what is the solution to this? Just
watch these ghost trees stay there,
watch the brush grow up around all
this and become the next tinderbox for
the next fire in 5 or 7 years?

That seems to be the solution by
those on the far left that use the En-
dangered Species Act as a weapon to
stop progress for people, as well as na-
ture, as well as the environment.

California is in the throes of drought
right now big time. Our reservoirs are
way down from just 2 years ago when
they were all practically full, and 2
years before that topped off, too. You
may recall Lake Oroville, the Oroville
Dam had the spillway break apart in
the early part of 2017, because the lake
was actually flowing over the top of
the emergency spillway. The dam is in
fine shape. The spillway has been re-
built. And we have stored a lot of water
between then and now.

So what has gone on?

So much water has been released out
to the Pacific Ocean and not used for
people use, for agricultural use or even
smart environmental use.

The usage of the Endangered Species
Act as a weapon has devastated so
much of agriculture in California,
which maybe people don’t realize that
90 percent of certain types of crops, the
vegetable crops that the United States
people use come from California. Most
of the almonds that you would use
come from California.

Where is this going to come from if
California is out of business because of
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the misuse and abuse of the Endan-
gered Species Act, because someone
might decide the coho salmon up in the
Klamath Basin is more valuable than
the sucker fish in the Klamath Lake or
the water foul that gets forgotten
about in the basin right around there?

Last year, we had a devastating kill
on ducks and other wildlife in that
Klamath Basin area because they
couldn’t get water through the agricul-
tural system to where the refuges are
for the ducks.

So what species is it we are going to
pick?

The water in the Klamath project ac-
tually is assigned agriculture use. The
Klamath project added additional
water storage space to the existing
Klamath Lake. Oregon courts have al-
ready ruled a couple times that addi-
tional water belongs to agriculture. It
is not something for the Bureau of Rec-
lamation and the Department of Inte-
rior to use in order to make their equa-
tions work out on the failed applica-
tion to salmon in order to, in their
idea, flush a virus out of the Klamath
River.

There is other evidence out there
saying this is actually the opposite of
what you should do. That the virus—
the C. shasta virus is actually propa-
gated by these additional flows. It is
done year after year after year, and the
virus keeps returning. Maybe you need
to let that stuff dry out.

Also, the sucker fish that they are
trying to protect in the lake, the bot-
tom feeding fish, too much water in the
lake studies show by the NAS—Na-
tional Academy of Sciences—that too
much water in that lake makes them
more vulnerable to predators and
doesn’t help the sucker fish, which is
good at living in a shallow amount of
water. So we are going in opposite di-
rections.

Agriculture is devastated in the
Klamath Basin. You are probably not
going to see the potatoes that In-N-Out
Burger uses, horseradish, mint, other
products, as well as a lot of hay crops.
They are not going to happen this year,
except for whatever water they can get
from wells up there; not going happen.

So when you see these things not on
your store shelf anymore, you will
know that there is something going on,
or when you see them highly over-
priced because we have to get them
from some foreign country. You are
going to see the root causes because
the California water supply has been
frittered away for other things besides
useful purposes.

And this isn’t in defiance of the ESA
or helping species, but the right
science isn’t being used. When you
have one-term paper written being used
as gospel on the Klamath River as set-
ting policy versus a lot of other evi-
dence—they want to remove the hydro-
electric dams on the Klamath River.

Now, when we are talking about
drought in California, when we already
have lakes and reservoirs that are low,
we have—Lake Oroville is going to be
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at dead pool probably about mid-Au-
gust.

Now, what is the temperature in mid-
August?

Not quite near what my colleague in
Arizona was speaking about, but it is
hot. So when we have this water supply
run out, unable to produce the hydro-
electric power that we normally could
because we could store it, then we are
going to have more power shortages,
not just because of power shutoffs. Be-
cause when the wind blows in Cali-
fornia, now we have to shut off the
power because trees and things might
blow branches into the power lines and
cause another devastating fire, like
what is known as the Camp Fire that
devastated the town of Paradise, also
in my district.

Where is the common sense with
this? Where is the common sense of ap-
plying if we have drought conditions
or, as the left likes to talk about every
other speech in this Chamber, climate
change, the religion of climate change?

Okay. If the blankety-blank climate
is changing, why aren’t we storing
more water since we, as people, are
smart enough to know we will need a
water supply?

Why aren’t we doing more to cause
electricity be generated at that water
storage site?

Why aren’t we doing more to trim
and manage our forests that are over-
crowded?

Way too many trees per acre when
they have been managed that way for
100 years.

Instead, we go on and on, and some-
body comes up with a lawsuit to pre-
vent us from managing forests that
way, prevent us from storing addi-
tional water.

Not to mention when we talk about
all cars have to become electric by
2035. I know a lot of people who aren’t
interested in buying electric cars.

What happened to the choice people
have of vehicles, the size and the style
they seek to have?

Yet we are hell-bent on electrifying
everything. In the bay area, they want
to ban gas stoves and gas appliances in
people’s homes because of some ideal-
istic view of the environment and
somehow tying that back to the misuse
of the Endangered Species Act.

All this ties together. The Endan-
gered Species Act has been a great tool
to shut down the things we need to do,
whether it is the expansion of a high-
way, water storage. Shasta Dam right
now in my district could be raised 18
feet and add right away 640,000 acre-
feet of water on those full years. 640,000
acre-feet would be enough for 1.2 mil-
lion homes or 200,000 acres of crops
that people watching this right now
like to have for their fresh fruits, for
their salads, for their vegetables, what-
ever it would be. And this is all going
to be gone.

Do you like imported o0il? Did you
love the oil shortages back in the sev-
enties? Do you like this $4 or $5 or $6
gas and diesel we are having right now?
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Then you are going to love imported
food.

And the Endangered Species Act has
been used as a weapon to stop people
from farming, from timbering, from
mining, basic things that we need in
order to have our electronics, to have
copper for our wiring, any of those
things.

O 2120

It has been such a weapon since 1973,
when it was passed with good inten-
tions. And I still think we need to have
it. It saved the bald eagle. It saved a
lot of things. But also, its record over-
all, looking at savings of endangered
species, is a pretty low number. Why?
Because of ridiculous regulations and
ridiculous biological opinions that
don’t even connect the dots of how this
is going to help the salmon in the
Klamath River or farther up in Wash-
ington where they want to rip some of
those dams out, too, and take away
that hydroelectric power.

Where are we going to get the stored
water? Where are we going to get the
hydroelectric power? You want to com-
pletely rely on what is a narrow part of
the grid, solar power or wind power?
You can’t even rely on those, not for a
major part of the grid. We need to have
24-7 electricity you can count on with
either biomass, wood products stacked
on the deck, the waste wood that
should come from the forestry that we
should be doing but aren’t doing nearly
fast enough, or natural gas plants. We
have so much gas in this country now
because of hydraulic fracturing, but
that is vilified, too.

Pipelines bringing energy where it is
needed is vilified, too, because they are
using an endangered species somewhere
as a tool to stop these developments.

Americans, enjoy these high prices
you are getting right now. Enjoy these
shortages of electricity, of fuel, the
higher cost of food, the shortage of cer-
tain food items, because the usage of
the Endangered Species Act—and the
usage of other environmental laws that
have been abused—that has been com-
pletely taken out of context from the
original intent like Congress passed
back in 1973 or layered upon in recent
years.

We have to reform this process. It is
not because Republicans want to plun-
der the planet. That is so tiresome.
Any time we talk about forest manage-
ment, oh, you are going to clear cut ev-
erything—I'm from northern Cali-
fornia—from here to Oregon, or some-
where else.

That is not it at all. Talk to any
smart timber operation, and they have
80- to 100-year plans for the private
lands that they manage. If you could
fly over and 1look at how these
timberlands are managed, you can tell
there is generally a checkerboard of
private land versus Federal land. You
can see the different squares as they
are managed either before a fire, ongo-
ing, or after a fire.

Just fly over one 3 years after a fire
and see who has actually been out

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

there cleaning up their lands and try-
ing to restore things versus unmanaged
Federal land, which is still the big
mess it was right after the fire. You
will see the way the government is
doing it, the way the left is foisting
these ridiculous rules and laws upon us
and not allowing us to do reasonable
reform to bring just a little bit of bal-
ance back into what was passed 50
years ago into what we have to deal
with.

At this time, when we are watching
things go way off-kilter here under this
administration, I just remind those
watching to look at the root cause. It
all ties together, the Endangered Spe-
cies Act, other environmental laws,
other lawsuits, when you can’t even
turn around to do a simple thing with-
out somebody coming after you, suing
you over it.

Look around your own home. Try to
build a deck on your own home and
someone is going to try to environ-
mentally slow you down on that these
days. Farmers are getting fined for
building a pond on their land in the
Western States in order to retain a lit-
tle more water for their cattle.

When you see the high prices of these
things all happening, look at the root
cause. Enjoy these high prices of fuel
and electricity and the shortage there,
and know it is not because of our poli-
cies here but because of the policies of
misuse and abuse of endangered species
laws, of environmental laws, and all
the lawsuits that go along with them.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker,
the gentleman has certainly been a
true leader on this issue and a pas-
sionate, experienced, and knowledge-
able voice. We appreciate his work on
the Western Caucus.

We cannot continue to use a one-size-
fits-all approach. That often leads to
mismanagement. The gentleman’s ex-
amples and illustrations bear that out
to be true, and I look forward to con-
tinuing to work with him on this issue.

As I mentioned earlier, the Biden ad-
ministration has proposed a massive
rollback of recent improvements to the
ESA, or the Endangered Species Act.
Many members from the caucus and
across the country and I are very con-
cerned that these rollbacks will ham-
per our ability to work with local lead-
ers on species recovery.

I think it is also worth mentioning
that the administration’s actions are
in direct contrast to their report on
the proposed 30 by 30 initiative, which
aims to conserve 30 percent of our Na-
tion’s lands and waters by the year
2030. Their report claims that as part of
this initiative, they will recognize and
reward voluntary conservation efforts
of private landowners and recognize
the contributions of farmers and ranch-
ers, forest owners, and others in rural
America. Instead, they are looking to
impose even more Federal restrictions
on these conservation partners, and
that is the opposite to the approach
that we should be taking.

Madam Speaker, quite frankly, it ig-
nites even greater concerns about the
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administration’s so-called conservation
initiative.

Madam Speaker, just to remind you,
I started off the evening saying that it
was nearly 50 years ago that President
Nixon signed the Endangered Species
Act into law. If you will recall, it was
designed to do two things: prevent spe-
cies from going extinct and promote
their recovery back to health and
healthy populations.

I think we have heard tonight that
we can accomplish that, and we need to
accomplish that. A strong ESA and
strong recovered species can happen,
but they don’t have to happen at the
expense of communities and our econ-
omy. Those two things are not mutu-
ally exclusive.

I think the arguments, the cases, and
the illustrations that you have heard
tonight perfectly allow us to under-
stand that.

Madam Speaker, I thank all of my
colleagues from the Western Caucus for
participating tonight. This is a very
important issue, something that I
think all of us in Congress can find a
lot of common ground on. I look for-
ward to working with my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle on successful re-
form of the Endangered Species Act.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

————
HONORING MICHELLE ALLMAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. SoTO) for
30 minutes.

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, in honor
of Caribbean Heritage Month, I recog-
nize Michelle Allman.

Michelle, otherwise known as Coach
Mea Allman, born in Jamaica, comes
from a diverse, mixed cultural herit-
age: her father, Costa Rican, and her
mother, Jamaican, Arawak Indian,
Scot. She was raised in Canada and
now resides in Florida.

She noticed early in her career the
bullying of young people with cultural
accents in schools and the general lack
of awareness about their Caribbean
heritage. Coach Mea felt a need to be
part of educating her Caribbean-Amer-
ican community by publishing an on-
line publication called Karibbean
Under One Magazine in 2008, along with
her son, Michael Morgan, as cofounder
and CFO, to show the richness of di-
verse cultures; to be a community liai-
son for other Caribbean organizations
and businesses to provide resources,
outreach, disaster relief; and to help
others to unite and grow our cultural
awareness in the larger community.

As a cultural advocate, she is pas-
sionate about building a welcoming
community with her Women of Kulture
brand that comes together as commu-
nity leaders to educate, empower, and
celebrate while keeping their own
sense of cultural identity.

As a certified professional life,
health, and nutrition coach, she en-
courages others to make, meet, and ex-
ceed goals in both their personal and
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